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1. Extreme Scale
What Do You Think of When You Hear Chinese Culture?

This interactive website encourages reflection on the perception and 
representation of Chinese cultural elements. Through playful emoji-like 
symbols of familiar icons, it examines the balance between cultural authenticity 
and appropriation. Users engage with floating icons and input answers to 
reveal hidden meanings, challenging how design influences our understanding 
of cultural identity.
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2. 50 Questions
This project develops a research methodology through conceptual and 
formal questioning to guide my design practice. The process begins with 
generating and refining a series of questions that explore personal and 
professional themes, serving as a foundation for creative exploration.

The second phase involves designing a printed poster to visualize the top 
50 questions. This poster will not only present the questions but also reveal 
the themes, patterns, and connections discovered throughout the inquiry. 
The final design reflects a thoughtful synthesis of ideas, showcasing how 
questions can shape and inspire a deeper understanding of design and life.
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3. Museum of Craft & Design 
This project reimagines the visual identity of the Museum of Craft and Design 
(MOCD), emphasizing its mission to inspire creativity and inclusivity. The 
rebranding features a logo design inspired by craft materials and organic 
shapes, using neutral earth tones to evoke a grounded and approachable feel.

The campaign introduces the tagline "MO' Craft + Design For All,” celebrating 
the museum’s accessibility and creative spirit. Vibrant visuals and the prefix 
"MO'" (e.g., MO' Making, MO' Crafting) create a cohesive branding system, 
extending to merchandise, digital platforms, and promotional materials. The 
rebrand highlights the museum’s role as a dynamic space for craft and design 
exploration, fostering engagement across diverse audiences.
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The MOCD wayfinding system uses wooden signage to 
align with the connection to craft and sustainability. 
Rounded icons and consistent typography maintain a 
cohesive and approachable design.
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4. Snapshots
The Research & Publish book compiles weekly research posts and semester-
long projects from the Grad Design course. Instead of a single volume, the 
project embraces a modular approach with six distinct booklets dedicated to 
research topics and a comprehensive book for design projects, ensuring a 
structured and in-depth presentation.

Snapshots: Research Publication 7 in 1 Book Structure
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5. Transition & Liminality
This project examines liminality through Einstein’s Dreams (May 14, 1905) and 
the interactive software Random Actor. In this world, time expands outward in 
accelerating concentric circles, with the center frozen in stillness—a literal 
threshold where life pauses. This contrasts with linear or cyclical time, offering 
a metaphorical lens to explore transitions, ambiguity, and disorientation in 
liminal states.

Final Experimental Book
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Laser Cut Acrylic Letter A with Spraying Foam
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6. UniMate
Helping prospective international students access reliable 
and relevant information about studying abroad through 
our network of mentors.

Website: https://unimate.com.vn/
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7. Wayfinding System Design Manual
This project presents a comprehensive wayfinding system for the Boston 
Contemporary Museum, designed to enhance visitor navigation and engagement. 
The manual includes detailed layouts of the entire wayfinding system, featuring 
museum floor maps, directory elevations, directional signage, and location 
signage elevations.

Through thoughtful design and clear visual communication, the wayfinding 
system ensures an intuitive and seamless visitor experience, balancing 
functionality with the museum's contemporary aesthetic. Each element has been 
carefully crafted to reflect the museum’s identity while prioritizing accessibility and 
ease of use for a diverse audience.

Manual Content Page
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8. Design History Anthology
This curated anthology explores cultural design practices through the lens of 
Psychedelic Art, presenting articles, reflections, and creative interpretations. 
Emerging in the 1960s and 1970s, Psychedelic Art drew inspiration from earlier 
movements like Art Nouveau, which flourished in response to the mechanized 
production of the Industrial Revolution. 

By examining the cultural significance and historical context of these movements, 
the anthology highlights the enduring power of design to reflect and shape 
societal values. Through Psychedelic Art, it offers a lens to critically engage with 
design as a practice that bridges past and present, responding to and influencing 
the contemporary world.

Art Nouveau & Psychedelic Art
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9. Reimagining Psychedelia 
Researching an iconic and historical poster, learning about its provenance and 
the designer who created it, then reimagined the poster in 50 ways. 

Bonnie MacLean was one of the main creators of psychedelic posters in San 
Francisco in the 1960s and ’70s. She often identified this poster as her favorite, 
“BG #75.” It depicts a peacock’s tail next to a human face, with swirling blue 
lettering listing the groups appearing at the Fillmore in a particular week in July 
1967. She experimented with brightly contrasting colors and optical illusions to 
evoke the dazzling visual effects of hallucinogenic drugs such as LSD. The 
ornamentation and illegible typography as well as the sinuous and swirling lines, 
were a visual code to psychedelics, but also drew from earlier Art Nouveau 
design movements of the turn of the century.

Original Poster by Bonnie MacLean
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Website
https://zhaox349.github.io/50iterations/
Digital archive to present the complete collection.
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10. Masonry
Masonry is a typographic exploration shaped by systems, grids, and rules. 
Starting from a grid inspired by traditional Chinese architecture, the project builds 
custom letterforms within a rigid structure. Influenced by glitch aesthetics, PCB 
circuits, and gaming visuals, the poster uses vibrant contrast and hidden 
messages to invite interaction and decoding. Letters like Boston University, 
corridor, and labyrinth are embedded in the design—revealed only through close 
attention and curiosity.
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11. American Chinese (Restaurant)
Chinese food has always been stamped as “cheap stuff” by most Americans since
takeout boxes, posters, and even menus were designed downscale. As a response,
my project offers a striking contrast: the book functions as sarcasm to challenge the
prejudiced attitude towards the Chinese community and culture, while the layout and
design of the collage zine refer to some of the stereotypical styles.
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American Chinese (Restaurant) Collage Zine
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American Chinese (Restaurant) Map
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12. SI
SI is a Stretch Mark Shaper brand offering natural and toxin-free mark liner and 
stencil kits. Every mark is the witness of time and growth. We believe in 
presenting the authentic self and accomplishing the new concept of an attractive 
body for every consumer. Instead of covering and being ashamed about body 
marks, we aim to highlight body positivity through coloring marks. We use natural 
and sustainable materials to fulfill aesthetic needs. Our cosmetics brand allows 
people with stretch marks to accept and respect themselves. Our mission is to 
create a new standard of beauty.

Body with Stretch Marks
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SI Stretch Mark Stencil Kit SI Stretch Mark Liner
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13. Resilience Typeface
The Resilience project is a typographic experiment using 
hand-cut Helvetica letterforms on Shrinky Dinks sheets to 
compose new letter forms while using a heat gun. The high 
temperature shrinks and bends the flexible sheet in order to 
create a new elastic form of type. It aims to address the 
resilience concept through form-making and adapting to 
deconstruction and a deviation in direction.
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Process
Letterforms on Shrinky Dink Sheets are heated to form a new typeface.
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Resilience letterforms in 360° angles
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Resilience Typeface Specimen
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